
Bluebell

MannCat 
Sanctuary 2022



Welcome.....

In this issue.....

Our work day-to-day has remained the 
same over the course of the last two 
years, a few cats lost their homes due 
to the new virus but most of our new 
residents came here as a result of their 
elderly owner passing away or going  
into residential care, and others just  
for other general circumstances.  

Feral cats are always very important to 
us and we trap and neuter as many as 
possible. We always make sure a person 
will undertake the role of making sure 
they have food and water and where this 
isn’t possible they come here to our  
feral house. 

Social media is very important to us. As 
well as introducing people from afar to 
our sanctuary, it keeps regular visitors 
and supporters connected and up to 
date with everything that is going on 
here.  There are lots of ways that you can 
keep up to date with us without visiting. 
Firstly by visiting our Facebook page and 
watching our five live webcams that play 
a live feed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
These can be found on our website. Also 
if you do watch our webcams regularly, 
there is an MCS Chatters Facebook 

group that is solely for our supporters to 
chat about what they are watching and 
general chat about the sanctuary. We 
also post exclusive photos on there daily. 
I must thank Jan and Denise for running 
the group so well. 

On the website I refer to, www.manncat.
com, there are many ways in which you 
can donate to help us continue our work. 
You can sponsor one of our resident cats, 
for a yearly or monthly amount. In return 
for this we will send you a personalised 
sponsor pack, which includes photos of 
your chosen cat, a certificate and some 
MCS gifts. We also have an online gift 
shop, a foodbank and an Amazon  
Wish List. 

I would like to thank everyone who has 
supported us in many ways over the last 
two years. To Eileen here on the island 
who does so much work for us and 
makes hundreds of cakes. Thank you to 
all the volunteers who give up so much 
time to our cats and finally to Dr. Ruth 
our vet for all her help. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and 
really hope we can welcome you  
here during 2022.  

Dear Supporter

Sue Critchley
3

4-5 Tinker’s Journey
 Rescuing a feral kitten.
6-7 Henry and Motley
 The story of Motley’s travels and
 his friend Henry.
8 Welsh Mountain Pony – Lola
 Lola’s new home at the sanctuary.
10 Bruce – our latest diabetic cat
 Treating a diabetic cat.
11 Basil’s Story
 How Barbara, a volunteer and  
 Basil, a diabetic cat, rescued  
 each other.
12-13 Sponsor Cat Stories
 Introducing Cocoa, Narla, 
 Tiddles and Titch.

14 Daisy’s Story  
 Our tale of two stray kittens.

15 An update on Olive & Oliver

16 Supporting Nowzad
 The story of Socks’ rescue.

18 Sponsorship Schemes 

19 In Memory of...  
 We say goodbye to some  
 old friends.

20 Our Golden Oldies 
 Introducing our oldest residents.

21 Webcams Introducing  
 The Willows.

22 Take a look at our Gift Shop

Angel Beryl Hilda

2022 is our 26th anniversary and should always be a  
time for celebration but unfortunately this isn’t how I’m  
presently feeling. For the last two years we have been living 
in uncharted waters. Suddenly everything closed down  
and there was a constant worry that the people who looked 
after our cats could catch the virus. Visitors suddenly stopped 
and life as we knew it ceased. I hope very soon that things 
will be back to normal and I look forward to being able to 
welcome visitors back in the summer months of 2022.  Mann Cat’s Guiding Principle

“Until he extends the circle of his compassion to  
all living things, man will not himself find peace.”

Albert Schweitzer
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Tinker’s journey
Tinker and all of his family have 
become great characters here, since 
their arrival to the sanctuary in the 
spring of 2021, but their journey  
from then to now has been far  
from smooth or easy.

We received a call from a lady regarding a 
group of ferals that she had been feeding 
in her garden, after she had noticed that 
three of the four cats were pregnant. We 
set traps and we were very eager to catch 
them before they gave birth. Day-by-day we 
caught the cats, the fourth one was male 
and was one of the first to be caught. He 
went straight to the vets to be neutered 
and then came to the sanctuary. We quickly 
trapped all four of them and they went into 

one of our porta cabins around the back 
of the sanctuary, where they lived with 
our elderly blind girl, Jessica. Whenever 
we have pregnant cats in, we put plenty 
of hooded beds in the room and open up 
cupboards, lining them with newspaper 
and vet bedding, so that they can feel safe 
and secure when giving birth. It was clear 
that all four cats were very close, so we 
assumed that the male had impregnated  
all the females and, shortly after their 
arrival, the females went into labour. 
As the first female began to give birth, we 
were checking on her regularly and very 
quickly, it was apparent things weren’t 
right. All of the kittens were still born and 
not properly formed and it was as we 
feared, the pregnancies in the colony were 
all a result of inter-breeding. As the other 
two cats began to give birth we knew 
what was coming as indeed, the Manx one, 
produced mostly still born kittens but a 
couple of them were alive. The mother had 
a disastrous birth and needed to go to the 
vet immediately. We did what we could for 
the kittens but a couple of days later they 
died and the mother cat returned back 
from the vets having pulled through  
her surgery. 

It was now the turn of the last pregnant 
female to give birth and we were dreading 
it. We were prepared for the worst and 
had the vets on standby. As with the 
others, her birth didn’t go well, and from 
seven kittens only one was alive. However 
at first sight, this one did look ok and the 
mother didn’t require a vet visit. During 
the coming days the sole kitten was doing 
well and as well as being with his mother, 
who was also doing well and feeding him, 
the other two females were looking after 
him as well. The male cat was also close 
to all of them and so he, the two females 
and the mother and kitten would all sleep 
in the cupboard at night together. 
As the weeks progressed, remarkably, 
the kitten was doing well, was growing 
and seemed a normal, healthy little boy. 
He was a real cheeky kitten and had 
good relationships with all the females 
but also with his dad who we had called 
Jerry. They also all got on with Jessica 
and she thrived on having them, even 
taking her turn being with the kitten in 

the cupboard! We introduced him to our 
Facebook followers and when asking for 
a name we mentioned what a ‘Tinker’ he 
was so effectively we chose the name for 
them. He had some really fun games with 
his Dad and we posted a video one day of 
this on our Facebook page which can still 
be watched now. 
When Tinker was a few months old, and 
he and all the others had been neutered 
and spayed, they ventured outside. Tinker 
and his Dad, Jerry soon came around to 
the main areas and Tinker would follow 
us around letting us know very loudly that 
he was there! Tinker’s mother and aunty 
are friendly enough but have remained 
nervous but are now quite comfortable in 
the Willows, where Jerry also sleeps. The 
other female sadly has remained very feral 
and keeps herself to herself around the 
back but enjoys her comforts and food 
at night. It was documented on our page 
that we very sadly lost Jessica towards 
the end of 2021 but she played her part in 
Tinker’s upbringing and it was great to see 
her enjoy the company from this family in 
her last days. 
Tinker will be approaching one year old 
when this newsletter is produced and it’s 
great that after such a sad and traumatic 
time for everyone involved that this little 
bundle of joy has made it and is now one 
of our most recognisable characters. 

5

Tinker

Jessica & Tinker
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Henry and Motley
Henry and Motley’s journey from 
being brought to the sanctuary 
to the present day is far from as 
smooth as it should have been  
and usually is. 

The elderly owner of Henry, a ginger Manx 
and Motley, a distinctive black and white 
cat passed away and whilst the family made 
efforts to keep them, it wasn’t possible, 
and the couple wished to keep them 
together, so we agreed to take them. After 
checking that the people bringing them in 
had carriers we organised a time and got 
ready for the cats to come in. The couple 
bringing them in rang us when they were 
at the gates, we opened them and went 
into the cattery ready to welcome them 
in. Usually, one of us will go to the car to 
make sure everything is ok and show them 
in, but on this occasion we didn’t. We could 
see the car from the cattery, waved at the 
couple and waited for them to come over 
to us. They lifted the carrier out that Henry 
was in and then we watched in shock and 
horror as Motley was brought out of the 
car, and the rickety old carrier fell apart  
and collapsed onto the ground. Within a 
split second, Motley ran off into the field 
and away. 

Naturally there was a lot of commotion  
and hysteria, none more so than with  
the lady who was holding the carrier 
when it collapsed. There was nothing 
immediately we could do with Motley,  
he was frightened, didn’t know where he 
was and we turned our attention to calming 
the situation down with the couple and 
Henry, who for now was without Motley 
for the first time. The couple left still very 
upset with the situation and we focused  
on settling Henry down. Henry wasn’t 

happy at first, he didn’t like the other cats 
that he was in with much and there is no 
doubt it would have been easier for him to 
settle if Motley was with him. We opened a 
cupboard up for Henry which is how a lot of 
our elderly cats like to settle and with the 
door propped open, he could come and go 
from it at his leisure and this helped him.

The couple did a lot of work in trying to find 
Motley’s whereabouts. We of course put 
it out on our Facebook page and that was 
shared to many other lost pet sites on the 
IOM. We did think he might wander back 
to his home and so there were posters 
up around that area and the house was 
checked regularly. After a few weeks there 
was no sign of him. We’d taken a couple of 
calls from people who thought they had 
sighted him, but once we attended it was 
never Motley. Then, one day, we received 
a call from someone we knew who lives 
on a fairly quiet road not far from the 
sanctuary. She advised us that a cat had 
turned up at her house, looking hungry 
and she had begun to feed it. A few things 
went through our heads, one of course 

being, “this could be Motley”. She sent us 
a photo and indeed it looked like it could 
well be. We rushed up there and sure 
enough there he was! He generally looked 
good, although we hadn’t really seen 
him at all yet, only running off from the 
sanctuary as fast as he could but he was 
obviously a little under weight and dirty. 
We brought him back with us and put 
him in the same room as Henry. Within 
moments, he had gone into the cupboard 
to see Henry and sat down with him! This 
was great to see and of course, the couple 
were overwhelmed with relief when we 
told them the news. Motley ate well on 
his return and Henry really picked up with 
having him back close to him.    

After a few weeks of them being inside 
the time had come that we needed to 
open the door and let them out to enjoy 
some fresh air. We were of course, a 
little apprehensive but they had both 
been here long enough and seemed 
settled. They ventured outside, the room 
is towards the back of the sanctuary so 
they come out to the field area. They had 
a little wander then came back in which 
we were pleased about. This went on for 
some time, until we noticed we hadn’t 
seen Motley for a day or two. We became 
a little worried but after a few days he 

returned. He was a little hungry so he 
filled himself up with food but a couple 
of days later, he went again. This looked 
like this was going to become a regular 
occurrence and indeed it was. Motley 
now regularly takes himself off for a few 
days but always returns when his stomach 
rumbles! Henry also likes to be outdoors 
and at one point went to a house close 
to us just across the fields and we went 
there to bring him back. However after 
a few days he returned to the house and 
now splits his time between the sanctuary 
and the house. The lady who lives there 
doesn’t mind him and he is well fed at 
both locations, so he is on a tidy number! 

Motley has been added to our selection 
of sponsor cats and can be sponsored at 
www.manncat.com  

Henry

Motley

Henry & Motley



Welsh Mountain Pony – Lola
A call came into us from a lady who 
is very involved in the horse industry. 
She told us that a pony, called Lola, 
was up for sale. She also advised us 
that it looked likely that Lola was 
going to be bought by a man known 
to us, who should never be allowed 
to own a horse or any other animal 
for that matter. 

Lola is a 10 year old grey Welsh Mountain 
pony. We were told she is very loving 
and trusting but also nervous. We had 
to decide very urgently what to do and 
whilst discussing it amongst us, one of the 
sanctuary trustees was happy to pay for 
Lola. Sometimes that is the only option  
and this was the only way we could see  
of securing her future. Lola’s owner 
accepted the offer we made and so  
she came to live here at the sanctuary.

Our elderly Shetland pony, Bubbles, and 
our donkey, Mary, made Lola very welcome 
and shared the paddock with her. We were 
without a stable for Lola, so our turkeys 
had to be moved to occupy a section of the 
feed room stable, which they are now very 
comfortable in. It took a few weeks for 

Lola to get used to a stable but when she 
soon realised there was supper to be eaten, 
plenty of hay and a clean, comfy bed to lie 
down on, she enjoyed being in there! 

Lola has been living with us for over a year 
now and is a delightful pony in every way. 
She also loves the cats and enjoys it when 
they join her in her stable, as you can see 
from the photos!
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Bruce – our latest diabetic cat
From time to time, we have  
had cats resident here which  
are diabetic. Having a diabetic 
cat can be difficult sometimes 
and also serious when it isn’t 
diagnosed. Unusually two of  
the cats new to us this last year, 
were both diabetic and these  
are their stories.  
Firstly, we were alerted about a rather 
beaten up looking Tom cat that had been 
hanging around someone’s garden. We put 
a trap down and very soon after the cat 
was in there. We brought him here to us 
and he was indeed in a pretty poor state. 
He was obviously quite old and we took 
him to the vets to be neutered. He was 
neutered and came back to us where he 
began to settle down and improve, grateful 
for warmth, food and comfort. He wasn’t 
terribly wild and it’s quite common for Tom 
cats to come into us wild and very quickly 
tame. We often think they are previously 
domesticated cats that have wandered to 
follow a female scent and become lost.  
We called him Bruce and after a couple  
of months, he was a friendly cat and 
enjoyed fuss from us. 

After more time, he was losing weight 
and looking generally unwell. He failed 
quite quickly and one day, he had a bit of 
a psychotic episode in Thie Noa where he 
was living. He wasn’t well at all after it and 
we were all very worried for him. Our initial 
thoughts were that there was some sort of 
brain injury or damage, we booked him in 
straight away to see Dr. Ruth and the next 
day, we took Bruce up to see her. After 

some tests were run, Ruth confirmed  
to us that Bruce was diabetic and would 
require daily injections of insulin. He stayed 
for a few days with Ruth and after a few 
ropey days he was well enough to come 
back to us. 

On his return, Bruce was better than when 
he went to the vets but was a shadow of 
how we knew him, before he deteriorated. 
We were happy to have him back and he 
began having his daily injections. He quickly 
improved and the injection needles are 
so fine he doesn’t even know he’s having 
them. A few months on and Bruce has  
now put weight back on and is back to 
normal. He has made a lovely, friendly  
cat and enjoys fuss from everyone.  
Bruce can be sponsored via our website 
www.manncat.com

At the same time, we also had another  
cat in with us, Basil, who began to 
deteriorate rapidly, and sure enough, 
having experienced it with Bruce, we  
sent Basil straight Dr. Ruth, querying 
diabetes. This was confirmed and his  
story continues on the next page... 
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Basil’s story
Our second diabetic cat, Basil, 
grew very close to one of our 
volunteers, Barbara. Basil was a 
candidate for requiring one to 
one care and, as such, Barbara 
decided to take him home with 
her. Here’s the story of the pair 
in Barbara’s words.   
“I first met Basil in the ‘Kitten House’ as 
he was being given his insulin by Warren. 
He was such a beautiful boy with such 
a placid nature. I thought then that I 
would like to take him on and give him a 
home. Basil was 9 years old, and had been 
diagnosed as diabetic. He was prescribed 
insulin injections twice daily. A week or so 
later, I was talking to Sue and stated that 
if she wanted to find a home for him, I 
was willing to take him on, insulin and all. 
This was agreed on a kind of ‘fostering’ 
arrangement and he came home with me. 

I live on my own and since my own cat 
Bonnie had passed away 2 years earlier, I 
felt that my environment was very lonely. 
I had been a volunteer at the sanctuary 
for 2-3 years and before Basil came to 
stay, I was recovering well from open 
heart surgery.  Basil was at first a house 
cat and adapted well to this. Whenever I 
went away on holiday, he would go back 
to stay at the sanctuary. This worked well 
for all concerned, Basil was well looked 
after and I could relax knowing he was 
receiving his medication regularly. 

In October 2021, I had a fall and broke my 
ankle, which meant I was house bound. 
This is where Basil came into his own, 
being my companion and friend. He sat 
with me most days and kept me company. 

My daughter trained Basil to go outside 
and come back in when called, so this 
made him easier to look after. I don’t 
think I could have had better company 
when my daughter was at work. He is 
such a loving cat and a big softie. He  
loves attention and is very vocal in his 
demands for food. He thinks he should  
be fed every time someone is in the 
kitchen! I know that if Basil hadn’t  
been my companion, I’d have had  
a very lonely convalescence. 

Basil deserved a fresh start and I am  
so glad that I found such a loyal friend.  
All the cats at the sanctuary are loved  
and given new lives, but I am so pleased 
and grateful that Basil decided he  
wanted to live with me, as I fell for  
him at first sight!”
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Please sponsor one of us...
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There are many cats at the Sanctuary in need of a kind sponsor.  
You can visit the Sanctuary, fill out the form on page 18 or visit our  
website www.manncat.com for more cats awaiting sponsorship.

Tiddles is a 13 year old, Grey Manx cat and 
came to live at MCS after her owner said she 
couldn’t keep her. After living as a happy  
family for ten years, with Tiddles being the 
only pet, her owner brought a new pet into 
the house, a large breed dog. Tiddles was 
very frightened and stayed on top of a high 
cupboard in the kitchen, refusing to come 
down. The owner was unable to discipline 
the dog and it continued to terrorise Tiddles. 
Despite trying very hard to keep both the  
dog and Tiddles, the call was made to us, 
requesting we take Tiddles to the sanctuary. 
We thought Tiddles would struggle to settle 
here with so many other cats and small dogs, 
however, she took it all in her stride. Initially, 
whilst she settled, she loved the company of 
the other cats but thinking ahead we were 
worried about how she would be with the 
small dogs. Once out she quickly moved into 
the main cattery and was absolutely fine with 
the dogs. She found a place on one of the 
worktops in the lounge and that has become 
her place now. Whenever the dogs are in she 
stays in her place and looks down on them!
Unfortunately Tiddles does suffer from the 
‘Manx’ problem and goes through stages 
of being incontinent. She would love you to 
sponsor her, she’ll welcome you when you 
visit and she can be clearly seen in her place 
on the lounge webcam, to the right of the 
screen on the long worktop. 

We had a call one day from a mother,  
concerned about a cat her daughter had 
taken in, Titch, as it was straying around  
a housing estate. The cat which was in 
much poorer condition than she had  
realised, was very emaciated and in  
need of veterinary help. The woman  
also had a small child and one thing  
concerning both her and her mother,  
was the raging temper of the cat. It was 
quickly apparent that Titch couldn’t  
remain in the house and so we agreed,  
that Titch should come here. 

On arrival, we could see what they  
meant about the temper. We gave her  
a quiet room, with a couple of other cats, 
one being Jessica, and surprisingly she  
was absolutely fine with the other cats.  
In the weeks that followed, as we spent 
time with her, talking to her from a  
distance, she calmed down and became 
used to us. She would approach us and 
allowed us to stroke her, eventually  
purring away. Titch also started to put 
weight on and is back to full strength.  
We are not sure what was going on  
with her on the housing estate but  
thankfully that is all behind her and  
she is now a friendly, nice natured girl  
and loves interacting with anyone  
she meets along the way. She  
would now love a sponsor or two. 

TitchTiddles
Cocoa came to us with a rather sad but 
common story here at the sanctuary. We 
were contacted by the family of the elderly 
lady who owned Cocoa, to say that the 
owner was now residing in a residential 
home. At the age of 12, Cocoa wasn’t a 
young cat and unfortunately nobody in  
the family was able to take Cocoa on, so 
Cocoa came to live at the sanctuary. 
It is never easy when a cat of Cocoa’s age 
is brought to us, especially when they are 
used to one-to-one company with an  
elderly owner. On many occasions they 
struggle to adapt to life with other cats  
and can pine for their owner. 
Surprisingly, Cocoa settled really well, she is 
quite vocal and enjoyed having a chat with 
Warren every morning and the  volunteers 
in the afternoons. After a few weeks we 
started to let her out, she would wonder 
outside for some fresh air and then return 
back into the warm cabin. However whilst 
out one morning and following Warren 
around, she saw him going towards a much 
larger cabin, ‘The Willows’. She followed 
him inside and thought “this is the place for 
me” and has never left! She does venture 
outside but only when the weather is nice! 
She is easy to spot on the Willows webcam 
with her dark tortoiseshell colour. Cocoa 
would love a sponsor or two.

Narla’s reason for being here at the  
sanctuary with us, is another very common 
one. She has been living here for three 
years and she came to us after her owners 
contacted us as they were struggling to 
manage her. Narla, a black and white Manx 
cat, lived with a couple who had a young 
child and another on the way, and she was 
suffering with a skin complaint. They were 
attempting to treat Narla which was costing 
them a large amount of money, they were 
also struggling with Narla around the house 
in her condition and so reluctantly they 
asked us if she could come here. 
When Narla arrived at the sanctuary, we 
could sympathise with the couple as Narla’s 
skin condition was one of the worst we had 
seen. Dr. Ruth came to see her and said 
that the course of treatment she prescribed 
would take several months to take effect. 
Narla was one of the first cats in our new 
log cabin, ‘The Willows’. Despite her health 
she was a happy, friendly cat enjoying the 
company of the volunteers and other cats, 
her condition wasn’t contagious. 
As Dr. Ruth advised, it took several months 
for Narla’s skin to clear up but we’re very 
happy to say it has. She is now out and 
about but spends her nights in the Willows 
and can be easily spotted on the webcam 
for that room. After a difficult period Narla, 
would love a sponsor or two now. 

Cocoa Narla
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Daisy’s story
A story for you now that began all 
the way back in September 2020. 
It starts with us receiving a call 
from a dog walker, who whilst 
out with her dog had heard the 
faint noise of kittens crying.

 
After some searching she found two very 
small kittens that were cold and frightened 
and not in a safe area. We agreed that it 
was in the interest of the kittens for her 
to bring them to the sanctuary. The two 
kittens arrived and following that, we 
returned regularly to see if there were 
either anymore kittens, or a mother cat 
around but there was no sign of anymore. 
The two kittens were indeed cold, hungry 
and dehydrated but were instantly a very 
attractive pair. They were both Manx and 
we named the white girl Daisy and the 
Tabby boy, Thomas and they were only a 
few days old. We had to bottle feed the pair 
and during the next couple of weeks they 
were looking a lot better and we could see 
they were very cheeky characters. Thomas 
was always the strongest kitten of the 
pair, however, one day we noticed Thomas 
wasn’t well at all and very suddenly, he had 
become flat and lethargic. Within no time at
all it transpired that Thomas had peritonitis

which is inflammation of the stomach. 
Thomas was taken to the vets but his small 
young body was no match for it and very 
sadly he died that day. It was an awful time 
as he and Daisy were very close and spent 
all their time with each other and we feared 
for how Daisy would cope. We buried 
Thomas by The Willows, so he’s closer to us 
than being up in the memorial garden. 
It was evident that Daisy missed Thomas 
for the days that followed but she was 
becoming a strong kitten and so we 
introduced her to Olive. Some of you may 
remember we featured Olive in a previous 
newsletter and she had a very similar story 
to that of Daisy. She was hand reared and 
as such has never ventured far from the 
house, staying close to Sue. You can read a 
full update on her on the next page. 
Olive was very good with Daisy and helped 
her through her time as a kitten. They 
played together, slept together and ate 
together, with Olive just letting Daisy know 
every now and then who was in charge! 
Following all of this, Daisy has had a very 
trouble-free time and, like Olive, ventures 
outside but not too far, preferring to be 
in the house with both Sue and Olive. She 
indeed has turned into the character that 
we saw was in her during her early days, 
she is extremely pretty and very wilful.  

An update on Olive & Oliver
Olive and Oliver were both 
featured in our 2019 newsletter, 
sharing an almost identical story 
to that of Daisy and Thomas. 

However, unlike their story, Olive and Oliver 
came into us separately, from different parts 
of the island but at the same time. Olive, a 
black fluffy Manx cat, was found when she 
was just sitting all alone on a grass verge at the 
side of a busy road in the pitch black. A couple 
in a van saw her in their headlights and picked 
her up, she was and is very lucky to be alive 
considering how small she was, her colour and 
where she was sitting. In an identical situation 
to Daisy and Thomas, Oliver was found by a 
lady walking her dog and wasn’t old enough 
or able to fend for himself, so she brought  
him to us.
We put them both together and they 
remained together whilst they grew up. They 
were very playful kittens, Olive more so than 
Oliver. Oliver was a little older than Olive and 
didn’t need much hand rearing whereas Olive 
did. Due to this, once Oliver started to venture 
outside, he liked it and remained out in the 
main cattery. He started spending nights in 
the conservatory, walking around the fields 
and this suited him. He ate with the big cats in 

the cattery and has never been back into the 
house since! He has made a very handsome 
cat as you can see form the photo, taken in 
the summer of 2021 when he was sat on top  
of the cattery roof. 
Olive does go outside sometimes, she enjoys 
the pond area and has quite often spent 
afternoons in the sun outside The Willows, 
however every night she returns back into 
the house which is very common for the cats 
that have been hand reared. She was nearly 
two years old when we introduced her to 
Daisy and it certainly reminded Olive of her 
kitten days and in turn, she showed Daisy 
how to play and she enjoyed it. As you have 
probably read in Daisy’s story, the two of 
them still spend a lot of time together. We 
have to be careful leaving the big boxes of 
cat sachets around as Olive has mastered the 
skill of breaking into them and helping herself 
whenever she feels like it, not when we  
decide it’s feeding time! 
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Thomas & Daisy

Daisy

Daisy

Olive Oliver

Olive



Supporting Nowzad 
Many of you will be very familiar 
with the story of the Nowzad  
animal charity which was based  
in Kabul in Afghanistan.  

Run by ex-marine Pen Farthing, the charity 
rescued and cared for injured military dogs 
and stray dogs and cats. There was extensive 
press coverage for the charity when they had to 
evacuate Kabul due to the country being taken 
by the Taliban and all UK and US military being 
withdrawn and the evacuation process was 
named ‘Operation Ark’. Once they eventually 
managed to evacuate the country, with all 
the animals and staff, and the animals had 
completed their quarantine, they all had  
to be homed.
We reached out to them and offered our 
support for any cats that they would maybe 
struggle to home, particularly if any of them 
were traumatised following their experience  
in Kabul. We received a message from them,

asking us if we could take one cat, called Socks, 
that they were struggling to home. Of course we 
were more than happy to be able to help and so 
it was arranged that Socks would come here to 
the sanctuary, at the end of that week. 
Warren took our ambulance vehicle over on 
the ferry to Heysham where he was met by the 
Nowzad team and was introduced to Socks. Of 
course, Socks was very frightened given that 
he was back in a form of transport again and 
although we knew his best days were ahead of 
him, he did not. Warren did a quick turn around 
and came back on the next ferry and Socks then 
arrived here. He went into the very comfortable 
‘Willows’ building and we waited to see how  
he settled. 
He settled in very well, once he calmed down 
from being on the road again, he enjoyed fuss 
and getting to know us all. He quickly claimed a 
space on the big bed in front of the fire and due 
to what we think he was used to back in Kabul, 
he really enjoys the company of the other cats. 
That’s always a relief when a new cat is happy 
around the other cats and it makes it much 
easier for them to settle. Socks can be seen 
quite clearly on the Willows webcam and he  
has also been added to our sponsorship page  
on our website.  
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Standing Order Mandate
This standing order cancels any previous instructions to make payments 
quoting the Isle of Man Bank Account number shown.

TO (BANK)

ADDRESS (OF YOUR BANK)

Please pay to Isle of Man Bank, South Region Isle of Man,  
Sort Code: 55-91-04 for the credit of ‘MANN CAT SANCTUARY’,  
Account Number: 13066633

THE SUM OF* (IN FIGURES)

(AMOUNT IN WORDS)

THE FIRST PAYMENT TO BE MADE ON ** (DATE)

and thereafter ANNUALLY/MONTHLY (please delete as appropriate) 
until cancelled by me/us in writing.

NAME OF ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED

ACCOUNT NO.         SORT CODE

SIGNATURE(S)

ADDRESS

     POSTCODE

DATED

*Minimum payments – Monthly £5/Annually £50 or become a Friend of the Sanctuary for £75 a year.
** This date should be at least ten days from the date of sending this form.

Please return the completed form to:
MANN CAT SANCTUARY, ASH VILLA,  
MAIN ROAD, SANTON, ISLE OF MAN IM4 1EE

Socks at the ferry terminal

Socks
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Sponsorship Scheme
There are many permanent residents at the Sanctuary and  
we operate a sponsorship scheme with 12 monthly payments 
of a minimum £5 per month or an annual payment of £50. 

If you would like to help these animals, please fill in the form below or become  
a Friend of the Sanctuary for an annual payment of £75 (or more if you wish!) by  
cash, cheque or standing order (see form on the previous page). You will receive  
a sponsorship package. For even more cats to choose from please visit us online  
at www.manncat.com or look through the sponsor book if visiting the Sanctuary.

The Sanctuary welcomes visitors during the summer (1st May – 30th September) 
Wednesday and Sunday 2-5pm.

Thank you.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

ANIMAL’S NAME

SPONSOR’S NAME

ADDRESS

     POSTCODE

TEL     MOBILE

AMOUNT £

CHEQUE  POSTAL ORDER  STANDING ORDER

 

SIGNED     DATE
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A moment of reflection
When caring for many elderly and unwell cats, death  
always plays a big part of day-to-day life here. Having 
not produced a newsletter for two years, we have lost  
a number of well-known and much loved residents since 
our last edition and we wanted to dedicate a page to 
them. They along with all the cats we have lost over the 
years won’t be forgotten and may they all rest in peace.

JJ Blue

Macy

Ruby

Luke

Jessica

Miss T

Pushkin

Michael

AbbeyLola
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Our Golden Oldies Our newsletter wouldn’t  
be complete without a page showing off our ‘Golden Oldies’. Here  
are four of our oldest residents... 
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Webcams
We were pleased at the start of this  
year to introduce a fifth live webcam, 
which shows our new area ‘The  
Willows’. You can see all five feeds at  
www.manncat.com/live-webcams  
and join in with the webcam chat on  
our Mann Cat Chatters Facebook page.

1. Lounge
There is always plenty of activity to be seen and 
enjoyed on the lounge webcam. The lounge, joined 
to the conservatory, houses the majority of the 
residents and on open days is the main entrance  
to the sanctuary.

2. Feral House
This webcam has proved very watchable to our 
followers as regular sanctuary visitors are not  
permitted to see the feral house – it is an exclusive 
to the webcams!

3. Conservatory
The conservatory adjoins the lounge and again, 
there is always plenty to be seen. At the far end  
of the room is our tree of life, where leaves are 
bought either online, or while visiting the sanctuary 
and placed on the tree. These are often done in  
memory of a sponsored resident, or a supporter’s 
own cat that has passed away.

4. Thie Noa
Thie Noa is Manx for new house. This building was 
our aviary for some years and we had to convert 
it due to our ever increasing numbers. Some new 
residents are initially put in here and also a few  
oldies like to live in here as well, as it is quiet for 
them. The useful factor with Thie Noa is that it  
has a cat flap to an enclosed outdoor area,  
allowing the cats free access to fresh air.

5. The Willows
The Willows is a new area that has replaced  
our ancient aviary, we were desperate for more  
peaceful space to keep our cats that are blind,  
very elderly, take fits, or have medical problems 
that make them unsuitable for an outside life.  
This area is perfect, and the answer to our prayers. 
Thank you to Enid from America for all her help and 
also for naming the new room after her precious 
cat Willow, who she lost recently, and also  
thanks to the Kaiser Trust for all their help.

 

Lounge

Feral House

Thie Noa

Henry
Henry has lived here at the sanctuary for 
many, many years. At eighteen years old he is 
one of our oldest residents. He came in with 
his brother, Hugo, who was a very attractive 
long haired cat but sadly he passed away 
a few years ago. Henry and Hugo had very 
similar markings with the only difference 
being that Henry is short haired. Henry has 
had most of his teeth removed but still enjoys 
his food and resides a lot in the office now. 

Mrs Wilson
Mrs Wilson is about eighteen years old and 
has lived here at the sanctuary for a long time. 
She was trapped as a feral and brought here 
and then lived here as a feral for many years 
after that, making her home in the feed room 
where our food and other items are stored. 
She has a heater and a bed and makes herself 
comfortable every night. Over the years she 
has learnt to trust us and will let people she 
trusts near her but very much likes to keep  
an eye on things from a distance. 

Ginge
Ginge is our oldest cat here at the grand old 
age of 20. He came to live with us here after 
his elderly owner sadly passed away. He is a 
very easy going cat and settled in here very 
quickly originally in our cabin. Once he’d been 
here for a few weeks and there was a few 
nice days in a row he ventured outside and 
loves roaming around. He likes to sit outside 
with the volunteers on a nice day. 

Ivy
Ivy is very attractive grey and tan cat and is 
quite well known with our supporters. She 
came to us after she was bought online by 
a lady who when she introduced her to her 
husband he wouldn’t allow her in the house. 
When she was brought to us she was quite a 
nervous cat as she hadn’t had much human 
contact early in her life and she remained 
nervous for several years. She walks around 
outside and enjoys being by the pond, but she 
has taken up residence in Sue’s house. She 
is very comfortable in there and now enjoys 
contact from those she knows. 

The Willows

Henry

Mrs Wilson
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Ginge

Ivy

Conservatory



Our Online Gift Shop
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Below is a selection of the gifts available on our website,  
to view all our products and to order online, go to:

manncat.com and look for Gift Shop.

Diamanté T-shirts – 
Adults £12.99 Childs £9.99

‘Cozy Cat Rug’ – £5.00

Hand crochet, each with a unique design.

MCS Cap – £13.99

Smart navy blue cap with  
pale blue MCS official  
logo embroidered.

Yoshi Cat Nap Flap Over Glasses 
Case – £14.99
Protect your glasses or sunglasses with 
this leather glasses case which has been 
finished in a brown land green leather. 
This leather glasses case is fastened with 
a magnetic fastener. Available in pink, 
purple or black.

Purr-fectly Manx China Mug – 
£8.99 
China mug featuring Manx cats with 
‘Purr-fectly Manx’ written across the top. 

MCS Pin Badge – £2.99
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Lavender Bags – £5.00

MCS Pen – £2.99

Polo Shirts – £18.99

A5 Binded Notebook 
– £8.99

Cat Designed Apron 
– £15.99

A6 Binded Notebook 
– £4.99

MCS Tote Bag – £11.99

MCS Diamanté 
Tote Bag – 
available in 
navy or purple



Visitor’s information

Throughout the summer, we welcome visitors  
every Sunday and Wednesday afternoon between  
2pm and 5pm. Entrance into the Sanctuary is free, 
however we do expect visitors to bring a six pack  
of Whiskas for the cat’s tea.

During your visit, you are able to sit with our  
many cats who will want to make friends with  
you and say hello to our pony and donkey, or meet  
our feathered rescue friends. Sponsor a resident and  
maybe take a souvenir or two back to wherever  
you visit from! We look forward to meeting  
you one day...

Mann Cat Sanctuary
Main Road
Santon
Isle of Man
IM4 1EE

steam-packet.com

easyjet.com
loganair.co.uk
aerlingus.com

Douglas

SPONSORED BY THE KAISER TRUST
This edition of the newsletter is supported by The Kaiser Trust as an  

acknowledgement of the important and excellent work of the Mann Cat Sanctuary.  
“Supporting the Community” – Charity Reg in England 1097171

At Mann Cat Sanctuary, we ensure that all the cats in our care receive 
compassion, understanding and the ability to roam free.

How to contact Mann Cat Sanctuary
Sanctuary 01624 824195   Mobile 07624 496440   Fax 01624 827990

www.manncat.com   email cats@manncat.com


